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publiſhing this very plain Diſcourſe, without taking 

the Liberty I have done to make uſe of your Names 

for my Apology. But I muſt do my ſelf the Juſtice to de- 
clare, that as it was compos'd without the leaſt thoughts 
of making it more publick than from the Pulpit ; ſo no- 
thing could have inducd me to have done it, but jour 
Commands, and the Commands of ſome other Honourable: 
and Worthy Perſons, which I could not have diſputed 


[| Wiſh I could have excus'd my ſelf to the World for 


I ſe 


"DEDICATION 


I fee 110 Reoſon to fear that any thing I have ſaid can 


give e to any; unleſs it be, that I have not manag d 


it as ſo important a Subject requires. 

Amidft ſo much Heat, ſo much Contention and Violence 
a is at preſont amongſt us; it can't ſurely be thought un- 
ſeaſon ble or improper for a Clergy man to endeavour to per- 
ſwade Men to a better Temper : And this, I hope, I have 
done, in ſuch a manner as will not render me liable to the 


Scandal of encouraging Lukewarmneſs or Indifferency to 


- Vickerin- the Church of England; or of endeavouring to palliate the 


gal, Rights 


of the 
Chriſlian 
Church, 


Guilt of thoſe deteſtable Wretches, who have of late ta- 
ken a Liberty to went their Malice ſo plentifully againſt 
it, and indeed againſt all Religion. I heartily bleſs God 


for that Zeal that has been ſhewn againſt theſe and all o- 


ther its Enemies; and do ſolemnly declare, that it is out of 
the ſincereſt Loge and Concern for our Excellent Churc 

that I hawe labour d to reſcue Her from the Diſhonour 
that they bring upon Her; who place ſo much of their Re- 


ligion in Ruitery ; and whoſe Zeal appears in nothing ſo 


much as in Hdtſed and Uncharitableneſs. 
I pray God in Mercy to this Church and Nation, to heal 


our Breaches, and unite our unhappy Diviſions; that we 


may all with one Heart and one Mind, endeavour to promote 


the la of our Holy Religion, the Good of the Church 


e and the Peace and Proſperity of the King- 
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m: And that You, Gentlemen, may live long to 


15 erde theſe good | Ends in your ſeveral Stations, 1s the 
hfariy Prayer "oo 
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R OM. XIV. 
Let us therefore follow after hy a that 


make for Peace. 


tt. 


HE Goſpel of Chriſt is ſo full of Exhorta- 
tions to Peace and Love, and good Agree- 
ment with one another, that there — 

nothing to be more our Duty, nothing ſo much the 
diſtinguiſhing Character of a Chriſtian. And yet 
alas | How little is it regarded by us, how ſhame- 
fully neglected : 
It is indeed lamentable to obſerve what Feuds ad 
Quarrels, what Diſſentions and Animoſities there are at 
preſent amongſt us: We are ſo miſerably divided in- 
to Parties and Factions, and each Party is ſo violent 
againſt the other, that we ſeem to ſtand very much 
in need of the Apoſtles Caution, Gal. 5. 15. Take 


beed that je be not conſum d one of. another. 1 +! 
| B And 
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And what makes our Caſe ſtill more deplorable, 
is, that Men ſeem fo little diſpos'd to hearken to any 
Advice that may make for Peace. It is hard for 
thoſe whole Duty it is to inculcate it, to do it with- 
out giving Offence ; and to preach up Peace and Cha- 
rity 18 apt to bring us under the Sulpicion of Luke- 
warmnels or Cowardice. But let Men call it as they 
pleaſe, I am ſure, we can't preach the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, nor purſue the true Ends of our Office, un- 
leſs we do what in us lies, to promote Peace on Earth, 
and good Will among Men. And I can't but think, we 
may preſerve a due Zeal for our excellent Church, 
while we are perſwading its Members, to love as 
Brethren, to be tender and compaſſionate, and to follow 
after the things that make for Peace. As this is a Sub- 
ject always ſeaſonable, ſo the preſent poſture of our 


Affairs renders it highly needful. 


To this End, I ſhall not here take up your Time 
in ſhewing how much this is the Doctrine of Chriſti- 
anity, which I ſhall but juſt mention by way of Mo- 
tive in the cloſe of this Diſcourſe; nor need I be at 


the pains in laying before you, the many Bleflings of 
Peace: I hope you can't be ignorant of the one, and 


it is hard to imagine how any one can be inſenſible of 
the other. 


The bloody War in which we have been ſo long 
cngag'd, though carried on with ſuch unparallel'd 


Succeſs on our ſide, and as little as we have felt off 


its Miſery, has, I believe, by this time, taught us the 
value of Peace; and the ill Effects of our own Dome- 


ſtick 
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ſtick Jars and Contentions, are, methinks, viſible 
enough to inſtruct us in the lame Leſſon. 

Peace is what we daily pray for; tis what we all 
pretend to deſire; even the moſt turbulent Spirits are 
torward enough to talk of the Amiableneſs of it; and 
in all our unhappy Diſputes and Quarrels, every one 
is for removing the blame as far as may be from 
himſelf. | 

Peace therefore being ſo much our Duty, and a 
Y Bleſling ſo deſirable, one would think it ſhould be no 
” ſuch difficult Matter to perſwade Men to labour af- 
cer it: ſurely it muſt be for want of conſidering the 
Things that belong to our Peace, that we are ſo apt 
co act in contradiction to them. 

[ ſhall therefore beg leave to put you in mind of 
ſuch Things as ſeem moſt likely at preſent to make 
for our Peace, and to propole ſuch Motives as, I 
hope, may incline us to follow after them. | 
_ And here I can't but oblerve how neceſſary it is 
to our Peace in this World, as well as to our Eter- 
nal Happineſs in the next, to reform our ſinful Lives, 
and to make Religion our chief Study and Practice. 

Religion 15 a way to Peace, both as 1t does by its 
Injunctions molt ſtrictly oblige us to it; and like- 
wiſe, as it is the only means to ſecure the Peace and 
Favour of God, who alone maketh Men to be of one 
mind in a Houſe. | 

It is the wiſe Man's Obſervation, That when 4 Prov.16.7. 
Man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even his Enemies 
to be at Peace with him. But alas | What a melan- 
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choly View does this afford us of our Cireumſtances? 


what an unealy Reflection is it, that God has ſo long 
permitted our Enemy to Rage againſt us? that after 
{o many Years War, after fo much e pence of Blood 
and Treaſute in defenſe of our Religion, and the Li- 
berties of Europe, againſt the common Invader of 
them; after ſo many Victories, and ſuch aſtonithin 

Succeſſes, that God ſhould yet deny us the Bleſling 
of Peace. Surely we can't be at a loſs to find out 
the Cauſe of this heavy Calamity, when we reflect 


upon ourſelves, how far our ways are from pleaſing the 


Lord, how much Iniquity abounds in our Land, what 
a general Corruption of Faith and Manners, and 
what an open Neglect, not to ſay avow'd Contempt 
of Religion, there is at this Day among us. And 
the ſame Cauſe we may reaſonably conclude is deep- 
ly concern'd in the Diviſions and Animoſities that we 
complain of among ourſelves. 

No doubt but God does ſometimes ſuffer a Peo- 
ple to fall out and quarrel as a juſt Judgment upon 
them for their Impieties. Thus he dealt with the 
Tews, when their City was beſieg'd ; and thus he 
ated with the once Glorious Churches of Africa and 
Aſia, when their other Sins had juſtly provok'd the 
Divine Vengeance; He made themlelves the Execu- 
tioners of it, by their own Quarrels and miſerable 
Diſſentions. | 

I pray God defend our Church and Nation from the 
like 2] fr and I truſt, He will yet continue his 
Goodneſs to us, notwithſtanding all our Provocations; 


but 
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but I can't forbear obſerving, that it looks very lie 
a Judgment of God upon us, that amidſt ſo much 
Happineſs, ſo many Mercies as we enjoy above any 
other Nation in the World, we ſhould be ſo infa- 
tuated, as to take pains to make one another uneaſy, 
and to rob ourſelves of theſe Bleſſings, by our own. 
fooliſh and unreaſonable Contentions. 

But this I take the Liberty only to mention, with- 
out enlarging upon it; becauſe I would apply my 
elf ro ſuch things, which ſeem more immediately con- 
ducive to our Peace at this time. 

Firſt then, It is obvious to every one, how much 
a Union in God's Publick Worſhip would make for 
our Peace. That fatal Separation that has prevail'd 
among Proteſtants, has always been the Cauſe of a 
great deal of Confuſion and ill Blood; and I need 
not oblerve how much it adds to our prefent Diſtra- 
ctions. Men may talk of maintaining Love and Cha- 
rity, while they diſſent from one another; but alas 
we find by ſad Experience, how few there be that 
practice it; and how very prone Men are to entertain 
uncharitable Thoughts of thoſe who are of a different 
Perſwaſion from them. And J dont know how it 
comes to paſs, but ſo it certainly is, that the leſs the 
things are about which Men differ, the higher gene- 
rally are their Paſſions, and their Quarrels more vio- 
lent; inſomuch, that the Obſervation of a Learned 
Divine of our Church, ſeems every Day more and 


more confirm'd, That woſt Men can live more friendly p. Noung. 


with an Infidel, that differs in the Object of Worſbip, 


than 
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than with another Chriſtian, that differs only in the 
Form. | | 
This is indeed a very great fault where-ever it is 
found; but ſince it is a fault ſo incident to Mankind, 
it will, I fear, be always matter of Complaint, ſo long 
as our Diviſions do laſt. And this Conſideration ſhould, 
methinks, make a deep Impreſſion upon thoſe who 
diſſent from our Church, how much of that Bitter- 
nels and Contention that is now among us, is owing 
to their unhappy Separation ; and how much the 
might contribute toward the healing of theſe Breaches, 
if they could but conquer their Prejudices, and come 
heartily into the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
How happy would it be for us, how happy for our 
Church and Nation, if we could perſwade them to 
ſuch a Temper | And why ſhould this be ſo very 
difficult, (o hopeleſs a Task? | 
Bleſſed be God, we have a Church eſtabliſhd a- 
mong us, that can't be charg'd with enjoyning any 
thing that is ſinful : The Articles of our Faith, are a- 
greeable to the Word of God; there are no Innova- 
tions in them, no Corruptions to be complain'd of : 
As for Her Doctrines, there is nothing in them, but 
what is the Doctrine of the Goſpel, or plainly dedu- 
cible from it: Nothing in Her Worſhip, but what's 
Decent and Pious, conformable to the Rules of the 
Apoſtles, and to the Practice of the Primitive and 
pureſt Ages: The Liturgy which is provided for our 
ule in the publick Service of God, as much as it is 
complain'd of, is indeed an admirable Form of Devoti- 
ON; 
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on; and it is our own fault, if we can't worſhip 

God with it as we ought to do, in Spirit and in 

Truth: Moft of it is the Language of the Holy 

Ghoſt, and the reſt a Tranſcript of the pureſt Anti- 

. 1 * . 3 | | 

quity ; inſomuch, that Crotius him . 

ſelf, who was no Member of our Church, gilicanam, item morem impo- 
nendi manus adoleſcentibus in 


was ſo. free as to acknowledge, that the memoriamBapriſmi, Aucorira- 


. rem Epiſcoporum, multaq; a- 
Engliſh Liturgy came neareſt of any to the f cjulmcai tarts congraere 


Pattern of the ancient Church; and how. aue "— ora 
much Kala it may be deſpis d by ſome receiumnegr — — | 
CARS . rot. Epiſt. ad Boet. 

among ourſelves, it is at this Day had 
in the higheſt Admiration among the reform d 
Churches abroad: The Prayers in it are grave and 
ſcrious; as well fitted to expreſs our Wants, and to 
raiſe in us a due Senſe of the Divine Majeſty, as any 
human Compoſure can be ſuppoſed to be; ſo that it 
may be juſtly wonder'd, that this ſhould ever be 
matter of Scruple to any. In a word, our Ceremo- 
mes are but few, and thoſe Solemn and. Innocent, 
ſuch as manifeſtly tend to make the Worthip of God 
more decent and regular. 

Upon the whole I may venture to declare, what. 
I do in my Conſcience believe, that the Church of 
England, as it is now Eſtabliſſi d, is the beſt and pureſt 
abs molt Apoſtolical Church in the World; and it has. 
this Commendation even from thoſe who think other- 
wiſe, that there are ſcarce any Sect or Party but are 
free to acknowledge, that they like it the beſt of any 
but their own. And what pity 1s it, that a Church 
| ſo happily reform'd, a Church that has fo few Faults, 
r even. 


N W 
— 
Fo 
Kc 
1 
Ez 
22 
85 
2 
27 
; 
ON 
7 
bY 
S 


& 
SE. 
1 
55 
15 
1 
4 


— 


8 AS RRMON Preach d 


even in the Opinion of thoſe who diſlike Her, ſhould 
be deſerted by ſo many, its Communion forſaken, 
and its Peace and Unity ſo ſadly diſturbd ? 

I have not time to engage in this Controverſy, 
London c Which has been manag'd by many Learned Men of 
— our Church, with ſo much Temper, and with that 
ſtrength of Argument, that one might have hop'd, 

would for ever have filenc'd this unhappy Diſpute ; 
however this, I perſwade my ſelf, will hardly be de- 
ny'd by any, that an Agreement in external Com- 
munion, would be the likelieſt Expedient to unite 
us in the Bond of Peace and Charity; a Blefling, I 
dare ſay, that every one muſt defire and heartily 
with for. 

I would therefore leave it upon the Minds of thoſe 
who diſſent from us, as a thing that deſerves their 
moſt ſerious Conſideration, whether any of their 

Prejudices againſt our Church are of that Importance, 
as Peace and Unity ; and I would more particularly 
apply it to thoſe who can with a good Conſcience 
comply with us, whether they are not bound to do 
it, for the ſake of ſo much Good; for the preven- 
ting ſo much Miſchief and Diſturbance as this un- 
happy Diviſion has and does daily cauſe among us. 

But if we can't be ſo happy as to perſwade Diſ- 
ſenters to come into theſe Meaſures for our Peace; 
yet ler us who are Members of the Church of Eng- 
land, be fo wile as to follow after another thing, 
which, I am ſure, is very needful for our Peace and Se- 
curity too, e 


2. Which 
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. Which is the ſecond Thing U would ay 1 efore 
ou, a that is, to diſcountenance, and leave off fl 
baſe Diſtinfions that are raiſed among ourſelves, a- 
mong thoſe who not only profeſs the ſame Faith, but 
agree in the ſame Communion too; I mean, "that 
fooliſh Diſtinction of High and Low Church. Which 
indeed | ſhould be aſham'd to mention, but that it 15 
apparently propagated and encouraged by cunning 
and deſigniug Nen, and is at preſent log great a Di- 
ſturber oi our Peace and Quict, 
'Tis to this that we owe a great deal of that Paſ- 


ion and Violence that prevails among us; and Iverily 


believe, nothing has contributed more to the keep- 
ing up our Quarrels and Animoſiti ties, and to the ſup- 
porting thoſe unreaſonable Jealouſies which we — 
of one another, than this one thing has done. 

It is indeed a Matter of ſad conſideration, to ſec 


how violent Men are againſt one another upon this 


Account; what hard and uncharitable Reflections are 
made on both Sides, and what coldneſs of Affection 
it breeds among Neighbours, among Acquaintance, 
and among Brethren : And yet after all, 'tis a Diſtin- 
Qion as unreaſanable and groundleſs, as it is miſ- 
chievous. 

If a hearty Love for our Conſtitution both in Church 
and State; if a conſtant Communion with the Church 
of England; if an exact Conformity to it; nay, if 
the higheſt Veneration for its Doctrine and Diſcipline, 


are ſufficient to make up the Character of a true 


Churchman ; I hope, I am verily perſwaded, as the 
C Difiin- 
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Diſtinction is now manag'd, one ſide has as fair Pre- 
tenſions to it as the other. And what then can we 
think of thoſe Men, how do they conſult the Honour, 
or the Intereſt of "i Church, who take ſuch Pains 
to divide us, and to cultivate duch groundleſs Jealou- 
ſies among us? And how much does it concern every 
one of us, for the Peace of the Church, and for the 
quieting thoſe unhappy Contentions that are among 
us, to endeavour what in us lies, to put a Stop to 
this prevailing Evil, which may perhaps be uſeful to 
keep up Parties and Factions; but can never, IT am 
ſure, be any real Service cither to our Church or Na- 
| tion. 

But the miſchief of this and all other our Diſtincti- 
ons, will be in a great meaſure prevented, if we would 
lam to be a little more charitable in our Opin 
and Judgments of onc another. 

. Which is a Third Thing I would offer as nc- 
ceſlary to our Peace. Charity is certainly a Chriſti— 
an Duty, and an eſſential Part of Religion; and one 
neceſſary Branch of this Duty is, to put the molt ta- 
vourable Conſtruction upon Mens Words and Actions 
that they are capable of. Thus much at leaſt muſt be 


iz included in St. Paul's Delcription of Charity, that 11 


thinketh no Evil; that it believeth all things, and Ho- 
peth all things. Were this Duty a little more regard- 
ed, we ſhould ſoon ſee an end of many of our Di- 
ſp ates and Quarrels : But our Misfortune is, that in- 
fend of this, we perſecute one another with all the 
0m that can be: We contrive odious W 
an 
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and Characters, and fix them juſt as Paſſion and Hu- 
mour leads us, without any regard to Truth, Juſtice, 
or Charity. | 

'Tis from hence that we hear ſuch loud Clamours a- 
gainſt ſome of our Church for being Papiſts, Jaco- 
bites, and the like; and againſt others for being Hy- 
pocrites, Republicans, Enemies to the Church and 
Monarchy, and all the ſcandalous Names that can be 
thought on : "Tis from hence, I ſay, becauſe Men 
have not the Charity to think favourably of thoſe who 


differ from them, tho' in never ſo little, never ſo 


doubtful a Matter. 


Every petty Difference is mutually upbraided to 
cach Party, as a Breach of Faith and Conſcience; ſo 
that we ſcarce know a milder Name for one another, 
than Perjury and Hypocriſic ; nor a more favourable 
Doom, than Damnation. And whither can theſe 
things tend, but to foment perpetual Quarrels and 
Diſputes ? while we take ſuch a Liberty to fix what 
Imputations we pleaſe upon Mens Opinions, which, 
it may be, they never thought on; and are ſo cruel 
as to carry on the Reproach, tho' they never ſo ſo- 
lemnly renounce and diſclaim them: A Practice ſure 


very uncharitable | and not much unlike that Expe- 


dient ns d by the Heathens again{t the Primitive Chri- 


ſtians, to drels them up like Beaſts and Monſters, and 

then worry them to death. 

There may perhaps be ſome ill Men on both 

Sides, who may give occaſion for ſuch Reflections; 

but ſurely 'tis very hard to charge the Faults of ſome 
„ few. 
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few, upon all whom we are pleas d to make of their 


Party. flow can Mem be ſecur d againſt ſuch Slan- 
der and Calumny ? Or what End can there be of our 
Conteritions ? | 

If neither our conſtant Behaviour, nor our moſt ſo- 
lemn Decfarations and Oaths can protect us: If when 
Men have fworn to the Government, and are obedi- 
ent to it, they muſt ſtill be call'd Rebels; and while 
their- Actions are unblameable, their Hearts muſt be 
judg'd and condemn'd : If while Men are conſtant in 
the Communion of the Church of England, and are 
ready upon all Occafions to teſtifie their Zeal tor it: 
Nay further; If when they have ſubſcrib'd to its Ar- 
ticles, have receiv'd its Holy Orders, and are in all 
things ſtrictly conformable to it, they muſt, notwith- 
ſtanding all this, be cenſured, for I know not what 
Reaſon, as Enemies to the Church, and to their own 
Order ; what Hopes can there be of Peace and good 
Neighbourhood, ſo long as this uncharitable Temper 
rr Such Treatment muſt grate hard upon the 

inds of honeſt and good Men, to fee their well- 
meant Intentions ſo baſcly miſunderſtood, and their 
Actions charg d with ſuch Faults, which they in their 
own Conſcience do deteſt and abhor, And how much 
this is the Humour of the preſent Times, 1s indeed too 
notorious. It is dreadful to conſider what a Liberty 
Men take to cenſure and revile one another: And 
waat what makes it the more to be lamented is, that 
we who are Members of the ſame Church, ſhould 
take ſuch pains to ſet our ſelves at a diſtance from 
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Seb other, and ſhould be fo very induſtrious to make. © "0 1 
a Breach, where indeed there is none. 1 
| dent ſay that we do all exactly agree in the Gas 1 
Notions ; but I hope, we generally mean the fame 
thing : And the preſent Controverſte between us is 
not, bleſſed be God, whether the Church of England 
be the beſt and pureſt Church, or whether we are 
bound to promote its Intereſt ; but only which are 
the likelieſt Means to promote i. And if our Senti- 
ments about this ſhould not be exactly the ſame, yet 
why ſhould we be fo unkind, ſo uncharitable one to 
another, as not to allow chat any can be ſincere in 
che Intereſt of the Church, or can be hearty in their 
Deſigns to promote it, but thoſe who take ſuch Me- 
thods as are juſt agreeable to our Humours. 
: [5 it nothing to charge Men with Hy pocriſie and 
* Villany! Is it a ſmall thing to charge fo many of 
the Clergy of our Church, ſo many of our Biſhops, 
wich Treachery and Perjury ? And what leſs than 
this do they do, who are always ſuggeſting as if they 
were Betrayers of their Sacred Function, falſe to their 
Holy Mother the Church, and ſecretly undermining 
them both. Theſe are heavy Charges indeed ! And 
though Men may call this by the Name of Zeal, yet 
E can't think that it looks like a Zeal or Wiſlom that 
defcends from above, which ought to be pure, gentle, 
and peaceable : It is not, I am fare, agreeable to the 
Temper of the Church of England, or of Chriſtianity, 
nor very likely, methinks, to ferve the Intereſt of 
either. 11 
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If there are any ſuch among us, any ſuch Wolves in 


| Sheeps clothing, who under a pretence of being Mi- 


niſters of the Church of England, do lecretly diſlike it, 


and while they live upon its Revenues, ule their En- 


deavours to deſtroy it, by encouraging the Separati- 


on, and lay ing the Fault of it upon the Church, or 
by any other means fo unworthy of a Clergyman , 
let them always mect with that Contempt and Inta- 
my as they delerve. But God forbid that there ſhould 
be ngny ſuch among us: I verily believe there are 
but few, it any; few indeed to juſtifie ſo much Noile 
and Clamour as we hear. I heartily with that they 


who are ſo forward to condemn, were but a little. 


more ſenſible of that Guile, that heavy Guilt they 


contract, who are ſo raſh, ſo uncharitable, as to charge 


Men with ſuch abominable Crimes upon ſuch weak 
Grounds as generally they do. Tis invading God's 
Prerogative : But if we will take upon us to judge 
Mens Hearts, a Property belonging to God alone, it 


would be well if we would govern ourſelves by his 


Rules, and in our Wrath remember Mercy. 
perhaps there may be ſome, who don't, we may 
think, act for the Iatereſt of the Church ; but muſt 


they therefore be preſently condemn'd as wiltul Be- 


trayers of it? Are not their Actions capable of a 
more favourable Conſtruction ! Is it not poſlible for 
us to believe that they may mean well and be miſta- 


ken? And ſurely involuntary Miſtakes cannot de- 


ſerye ſuch heavy Imputations : If we will not allow 
that it 1s poſſible for ourſelves to be miſtaken in our 
| Mea- 
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Meaſures, yet why ſhould we be ſo very levere up- 
on others for not apprehending and judging juſt as — 
we do! 

This Charity, I think, is due to all Men, let their 
Difference from us be never ſo wide; chat, tis pol- 
{1 ble, their Errors may be involuntary much more | 
is it ſo in the Caſe we have now in our view; I 
mean in this unhappy Difference among ourſelves, 
who are Members of the Church of England. Where 
the Things we differ about are of ſo doubtful a na- 
ture; and about which the beſt Men may vary in | 
their Sentiments, and yet be good Chriſtians, and, | 

I Wore, good Church of England-men too. I can- 

not but think, that they are the beſt of both, who 

ſhow the molt of rhis charitable Temper. 
4thly. I might now in the Jaſt place recommend | 

Humility, as another thing likely to make for our | 


: Peace. Tis the Wiſe-man's Remark, That only by Pr Prov. 13+ 
* Pride comes Contention ; and tis very notorious, that 

a great deal of our preſent Diſtraction proceeds 
from this Cauſe. If we were more humble, we 

fl . 

* {ſhould be more peaceable, Tis from an. over-. 


weaning Opinion of their own Judgment, that Men | 
are ſo hard to be convinc'd, and ſo uncharitable to | 
thoſe who differ from them : And tis from this Root 

chiefly. that all that Bitterneſs and Wrath, and Cla- 

mour, and Ewvil-ſpeaking, which we ſo much complain. 


of, do generally {pring. 


4 
But 
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But I muſt forbear enlarging upon this, and even 
mentioning many other Things, which would be 
proper for me to take notice of, becauſe I would 
have time to lay before you, the Motives and En- 
gagements we are under to purſue theſe Methods, 
and to follow after the Things that make for our 
Peace. 

And the firſt Thing that I would otter to your Con- 
ſideration ie, that it is our indilpen{ible Duty, The 
Goſpel every where molt ſtriétly enjoyns it, and la- 
bours nothing more than to perſwade Chriſtians to 
this good Temper. Is there any thing to be found 
there to countenance our unhappy Diſputes and Con- 
tentions? On the contrary, What is more oppoſite 
to the Spirit of the Goſpel! What more irreconcileable 

with the Chriſtian Religion! The Things there taught 
Gal, us are, Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
Jo. 5, 12, and the like: What we are there call'd to, is to love 
cal 2.1 one another; to be peaceable, and humble; to be like- 


Col. 3. 12. 
Phil. 2.2 minded ; to be of one Accord, and of one Mind; to 


Rpt: 4.3. walk by the ſame Rule, and to endeavour to keep the V- 
nity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. And here 1 
mult obſerve, that theſe Precepts imply not only mu- 
tual Love and Charity, but alſo Unity and Agree- 
ment in Religion : Moſt certainly this is a Duty, 

1 and what we are oblig d to ſo far as in Conſci- 

. ence we are able; and tis as certain, that every Hu- 

mour of our own cannot juſtifie our Breach of it: 

But if we cannot be ſo happy as to be all of one Mind 

and one Judgment; yet we are indiſpenſably hong 

| * 
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by theſe Commands to maintain a Unity of Affecti- 
on ; to be kind and charitable, peaceable and friend- 
ly to one another, notwithſtanding all our Differen- 
ces: And this is ſo plainly the Doctrine of our Apo- 
file in the Chapter of my Text, that it will need no 
| Comment to teach us our Duty in this Particular. So 
| far is our Religion from tolerating Hatred or Ill-na- 
ture, ſo little do they ſhew of the Spirit of Chriſtia- 
nity, who are always wrangling about it; and think 
they can never ſhew their Zeal, without giving up 
their Charity. 

2dly. I would put you in mind, that by following 
after the Things that make for Peace, we do beſt con- 
ſult the Intereſt of our Church. 

Not to mention what a juſt Provocation our cauſe- 
lels Diviſions are to God to remove our Candleſtick 
from us, as he has done from other Churches; they 
have beſides a natural tendency to weaken and deſtro 
it. We pretend great Fears for the Church of Eng- 
land; and, I hope, we are ſincerely concerned for 
its Welfare : But let us turn our Fears the right way ; 
and while we are apprehenſive of ſo much Danger to 
our Church, let us remember how much we ourlelves 
contribute to it, by our own unnatural Feuds and 
Contentions. | | 
Za. Give me leave to obſerve, that we can't bet- 
ter expreſs our Loyalty to the Queen, than by follow 
ing the Advice of my Text. There is nothing that 
ſhe has more earneſtly recommended; nothing ſhe de- 
clares to have more at her Heart, than to fee Peace 
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and Union among Her Subjects; and how muſt it 
affect Her Royal Mind, to ſce all Her Wiſhes, all 
Her pious Endeavours prove Vain and Ineffectual? 


How little do we conſult Her Eaſe or Happineſs, 


While we take ſuch Pains to let Her know our Enmity 


and Hatred to one another? Can it be any pleaſure 


to Her to be told, that ſo many of Her Subjects are 
Enemies to Her Government? Can we think She 
finds any Satisfaction in hearing, that ſo great a num- 


ber of Her People are Favourers of the Pretender 


Republicans, and Enemies to Monarchy ? Or that the 


horrid Rebellion of Forty One, is now likely to be re- 


viv d? Are theſe, can we imagine, pleaſant Storics to 
Her ? Or is there no other way to expreſs our own 


Loyalty, but by expoſing and condemning one ano- 


ther ? 


I verily believe, that no Prince that ever ſat up- 
on the Engliſh Throne, reign'd more intirely in the 


Hearts of Her People, than Her preſent Majeſty 


does: As none ever better deſerv'd it, ſo none ever 


ſurely had more of the Affection and Eſteem of Fer 
Subjects; as baſe and unthankful a People as we are 
to our Benefactors, we are not yet arriv'd to ſuch a 
Degree, as to forget the Bleſſings of Her mild and 


excellent Government. There are few, very few, 
I hope, ſo ungrateful as to be Enemies to it; fewer, 
I believe, than ever any Prince had; and what then 


can they mean, who would endeavour to perſwade 
Her otherwiſe? f 


We 
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We can't indeed be too zealous for Her Majeſty's 
Safety; we can never be too careful or watchtul over 
Her Enemies; but while we thow io much honeſt 
Zcal to make Her Crown fit ſecure upon Her Royal 


| Head; let us, as becomes good Subjects, ſtudy to 


make it eaſy too; and nothing, I may venture to 
ſay, can be more Effectual to make it ſo, than our Peace 
and good Agreement with one another. 


4athly. If we deſire the Proſperity and Welfare of 


our Country, this ſhould engage us to follow after 
the things that make for our Peace. Our Peace, and 
our Happineſs are inſeparable; and we can't violate 
one without the other. 


Our Saviour himſelf has told us, That every King- dan. 32. 
dom divided againſt itſelf is brought to Deſolation, and 4 


every City or Houſe divided againſt itſelf ſhall not ftand. 
And though our Diviſions are nor, I hope, to that 
degree, as to threaten us with ſuch imminent Dan- 


ger; yet it is but too apparent, what an unhappy 


Influence they muſt needs have upon the preſent State 
of Affairs. 

Surely, if ever it were our Duty, if ever if were 
our Intereſt to unite in our Hearts and Affections, it 
muſt be ſo at this time, when we are engag'd with 
a common Enemy ; who has long threaten'd our 
Rights, our Religion, and all that is valuable to us; 
whoſe ambitious Deſigns we have been ſo many Years 
labouring to obſtruct, and whoſe haughty Mind, af - 
ter ſo many Diſappointments, ſo many infamous De- 
feats, is not yet humbled enough to ſubmit to —_— 
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when tis offer d him upon generous and fair Terms 
upon the Terms of his doing Right to his injur'd 
Neighbours ; and yielding up the guilty, though 
boaſted Triumphs of his Oppreſſion and Injuſtice, 
And can this be a time for us to quarrel among'our- 
ſelves ? Is this a time to cantend for our Paſſions and 
private Intereſts, when the publick Good does fo 
importunately call for our Union? 

We are all of us, I believe, in good carneſt, in 
defiring an End to this long and bloody War ; and 
by the —_ of God upon Her Majeſties Arms; 
by the firmneſs and conſtancy of Her Allies; by the 
Wiſdom, Faithfulneſs and Unanimity of Her Coun- 
ſels; by the Conduct and Bravery of Her Generals ; 
and by the checrfulneſs of all Her Subjects, to alliſt 
Her in this juſt and neceſſary War; things are now 
brought to ſuch a Crifis, as gives us a very fair Pro- 


ſpect of a ſpeedy and a glorious Peace, But alas! 
Who knows how far God may be provok'd by our 


unhappy Diviſions, to diſappoint our Hopes and 
Wiſhes ? Though he has done fo great things for us 
already, wars our Deſerts, I had almoſt ſaid, a- 
gainſt our Wills; yet what Reaſon have we to hope 


for the continuance of his Mercies, while we ſo baſe- 


y abuſe them ? But however, God may think fit to 
cal with us, whether in Judgment or in Mercy; I 
am ſure our Quarrels and unreaſonable. Contentions 
have too viſible a Tendency to our Miſchief ; I pray 
God we may confider the ill Effe&s of them, betore 
it be too late for us to prevent them. 


Laſtly, l 
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| Lafth, I might add, if any thing more need be 


added, to enforce this ſeaſonable Advice of my 
Text, how much the practice of it would con- 
duce to the Happineſs and Comfort of our own 
Lives: If we can ſee no other miſchief of our Di- 


viſions, yet this, Iam ſure, is viſible enough in all 


3 


Places, how much they diſturb our private Peace 


and good Neighbourhood ; and there are but few, 


[ believe, that don't experience it. Peace is not 
more the Duty, than it is the Bleſſing of Man- 


kind ; and thoſe unnatural Heats that are among us, 


are very far from making us either happy Men or 
good Chriſtians, | 


To ſum up all. If we value Religion and our: 
Church; if we deſire the Happineſs of our Queen, 
the Proſperity of our Country, or our own Peace. 


aud Quiet; let us be perſwaded by all theſe Ar- 
guments, to follow after the things that make for 


our Peace: Let us lay afide all Bitterneſs and. 


Wrath, all Strife and Envy, all needleſs Conten- 


tions and Diſputes, and let ws ſtud) to be quiet 


and as much as in us lies, to live peaceably with all 


Men. Let us forget all thoſe opprobrious Names- 
and Diſtinctions that are at preſent ſo much in 
Vogue and Faſhion among us. Let us avoid all 
manner of Provocation, unleſs it be to provoke one 
another to Love; and let our only Contention be, 
who (hall be moſt zealous in promoting Peace 
and Charity, who moſt fervent at the Throne of 


Grace, in offering up one Prayers to God, that 


— 
. 
is — 
2 OF 


/ 4 


— 


2 — 


A SE RM ON Preach'd, &c. 


he would bleſs our Queen with a long and pro- 
ſperous Reign over us; that he would continue 
to defend our Church and Nation from all their 
Encmics, and that he would bleſs us all in turning 
away every one of us from our r and in 

giving us Wiſdom to ſce and to purſue the things 


that do belong to our Peace, before they be hid 
from our Eyes. 


